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Program 


Cecilia String Quartet 

Catherine Cosbey, Sarah Nematallah, violin 
Caitlin Boyle, viola 
Rachel Desoer, cello 

with Lawrence Wiliford, tenor 


String Quartet No. 15 in D Minor, K. 421 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

(1756-1791) 

I. Allegro moderato 

II. Andante 

III. Menuetto and Trio. Allegretto 

IV. Allegretto ma non troppo 

Amoretti for Tenor and String Quartet, Op. 43 Edmund Rubbra 

(1901-1986) 

I. Son nett 78 

II. Sonnett 70 

III. Sonnett 89 

IV. Sonnett 37 

V. Sonnett 40 

Standchen from Schwanengesang, D. 957 Franz Schubert 

(1797-1828) 

INTERMISSION 

String Quartet D. 810, “Death and the Maiden” Franz Schubert 

(1797-1828) 

I. Allegro 

II. Andante con moto 

III. Scherzo: Allegro - Trio 

IV. Presto - Prestissimo 


*From January 2017 to May 2017, Min-Jeong Koh will be on maternity 
leave and Catherine Cosbey will be performing with the CSQ in her place. 



Biographies 


Cecilia String Quartet (CSQ) 

Hailed for their “powerful” ( Chicago 
Sun-Times) and “dauntingly perfect” 
[Berliner Zeitung) performances, the 
CSQ perform for leading presenters 
in North America and Europe. Past 
engagements include performances 
at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, 
Berlin Konzerthaus, the Library 
of Congress (Washington, D.C.), 
and London’s Wigmore Hall. Their 
live concert recordings have been 
broadcast on more than a dozen 
international public radio networks, 
including Australia (ABC Classi¬ 
cal FM), Canada (CBC/SRC), the 
United States (WQXR), Germany 
(DeutschlandRadio), and England 
(BBC Radio 3). The CSQ are cur¬ 
rently based in Toronto, Canada, 
where they are the James D. 
Stewart Quartet-in-Residence at 
the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Music. 

In addition to performing, the CSQ 
record for ANALEKTA. Their debut 


album of music by Dvorak in 2012 
was acclaimed for its “deeply felt 
imperativeness” (The Strad), and 
their 2013 recording featuring music 
by Janacek, Berg, and Webern, 
was applauded for “unleashing the 
music’s ecstasy and angst” (Gram¬ 
ophone Magazine). Their 2015 
recording of string quartets by Felix 
Mendelssohn was nominated for a 
JUNO Award, and was named as 
one of Gramophone Magazine’s 10 
Best Mendelssohn Recordings. 

Prize-winners at several interna¬ 
tional competitions, including Osaka 
(2008) and Bordeaux (2010), the 
CSQ were awarded First Prize at 
the 2010 Banff International String 
Quartet Competition (BISQC), 
where they also won the prize for 
the best performance of the com¬ 
missioned work. Their commitment 
to new works can be seen through 
their project Celebrating Canadian 
Women in Music , a spotlight on a 
‘quartet’ of immensely talented fe¬ 
male Canadian composers, involv- 



ing four new commissions that the 
CSQ will premiere and record. 

Enthusiastic educators and men¬ 
tors to the next generation of 
chamber musicians, the CSQ have 
held teaching posts at festivals, 
conservatories, and universities 
across Canada and the United 
States as an ensemble and also 
as individuals. Each member is an 
adjunct professor at the University 
of Toronto, working with music 
performance majors, as well as 
engaging in collaborative projects 
with the Composition Department 
and Department of Humanities. 
Initiatives developed by the CSQ at 
the University of Toronto include the 
Music Mentorship Program, and the 
String Quartet Composition Com¬ 
petition. 

Deeply committed to outreach, the 
CSQ began developing educational 
presentations on classical music 
and the string quartet while they 
were String-Quartet-in-Residence 
at San Diego State University from 
2007 to 2009. Since that time 
they have performed hundreds of 
educational presentations across 
Canada, the United States, Italy, 
and France. They have presented 
for a wide variety of organizations 
such as the Monarch School for 
Homeless Youth, Veteran’s Village 
for Homeless Veterans, Learning 
Through the Arts at the Royal Con¬ 
servatory of Music, and the SLAC 
National Accelerator Laboratory. 
They also developed a series of 


concerts called Xenia Concerts that 
were customized to appeal to, and 
be welcoming of, children on the 
autism spectrum and their families. 

Min-Jeong Koh plays on a ca. 1767 
Joannes Baptista Guadagnini violin 
and Sarah Nematallah plays on an 
1851 Jean Baptiste Vuillaume violin, 
both on loan from an anonymous 
donor. Rachel Desoer plays on a 
1929 Carlo Giuseppe Oddone cello, 
on loan by the Canada Council for 
the Arts Musical Instrument Bank. 
Caitlin Boyle plays on a 2002 viola 
by Joseph Curtin. The CSQ would 
like to thank the anonymous donor, 
the Canada Council for the Arts, 
the Ontario Arts Council, and the 
Toronto Arts Council for their gener¬ 
ous support. 

Catherine Cosbey, violin 

Canadian violinist Catherine Cosbey 
adores chamber music. She first 
graced the concert stage at the 
tender age of 12 as a member of 
her family ensemble, the Cosbey 
Trio, in a highly memorable guest 
artist appearance, memorable 
predominantly because they were 
two-thirds redheads. It is a believ¬ 
able scenario that the performance 
is only memorable in the mind of 
Cosbey who distinctly remembers 
the exhilarating feeling of being 
piqued by the performing bug. 

Since then, Cosbey has performed 
all over the United States, Canada, 
Europe, and Asia, and has been 
inspired by collaborating with many 


generous artists, including Peter 
Frankl, Jeffrey Kahane, Michael 
Brown, Annie Fullard, the Tokyo 
Quartet, Richard Stoltzman, Ja¬ 
son Vieaux, Peter Salaff, Donald 
Weilerstein, James Dunham, Zuill 
Bailey, and the Afiara Quartet. 

As a founding member of the 
critically acclaimed Linden String 
Quartet, Cosbey was a prize-winner 
at the 2009 Fischoff Chamber 
Music Competition, the 2009 Cole¬ 
man Competition, the 2010 Hugo 
Kauder Competition, and the 2011 
Borcciani Competition. 

An avid teacher, Cosbey has taught 
all over the United States and 
Canada. With the Linden String 
Quartet, she has been the Graduate 
Quartet-in-Residence at the Yale 
School of Music, the Quartet-in- 
Residence at the Caramoor Center 
for Music and Arts, and has been 
in short-term residence all over the 
continent, including at the Detroit 
Chamber Music Society, the Uni¬ 
versity of Iowa, the Chamber Music 
Society of Logan, and Music at 
Port Milford. She is a member of 
the Pialli Quartet, who were the 
Quartet-in-Residence at the Cham¬ 
ber Music Society of Mexico for the 
2014-2015 season. 

Cosbey holds degrees from the 
Glenn Gould School of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music of Toronto, 
the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
and the Yale School of Music where 
her principal teachers were Erika 


Raum and Paul Kantor. Other in¬ 
valuable mentors include the Cavani 
Quartet, Peter Salaff, and the Tokyo 
Quartet. 

Cosbey is proudly the Artistic Direc¬ 
tor of the Regina Chamber Music 
Festival, a week-long event that 
works in collaboration with Regina 
Summer Strings to bring inspir¬ 
ing concerts and instruction to her 
hometown, Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Sarah Nematallah, violin 

Applauded by the Globe and Mail 
(Toronto) for her “velvety sound” 
and the “fine-grained fluidity of 
her playing,” Sarah Nematallah is 
a founding member of the Cecilia 
String Quartet. She has performed 
internationally as an orchestral and 
chamber musician for organizations 
such as the Verbier Festival and the 
Banff Summer Arts Festival, and 
has appeared as a soloist in Cana¬ 
da and Spain. During her studies in 
violin performance, Nematallah was 
the recipient of numerous awards 
and scholarships, including the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto William and Phyllis 
Waters Graduating Award given to 
a graduating student deemed by 
the university to have the greatest 
potential for making an important 
contribution to the field of music. 

Committed to education, Nema¬ 
tallah completed a Master of Arts 
in Music Education degree at the 
University of Toronto, where she 
researched topics related to music 
philosophy and cognition, especially 


connections between music and 
language. She has given presenta¬ 
tions on topics related to music 
performance and education for 
organizations such as the Cana¬ 
dian Arts Presenting Organization 
(CAPACOA) and Chamber Music 
America. 

Caitlin Boyle, viola 

Caitlin Boyle is originally from Dun- 
das, Ontario. She began playing the 
viola at age three at the Hamilton 
Suzuki School of Music. Subse¬ 
quently she completed her Bachelor 
of Music at the Glenn Gould School 
with Steven Dann; an Artist Di¬ 
ploma at the Hochschule fur Musik 
Muenchen, with Hariolf Schlichtig; a 
Master of Music at San Diego State 
University, with Brian Chen; and a 
Graduate Diploma at McGill under 
the guidance of Andre Roy. She has 
played with the Toronto Symphony 
Youth Orchestra, the National Youth 
Orchestra of Canada, and the Mu¬ 
nich Symphony Orchestra. 

Her passion for chamber mu¬ 
sic was fostered at the Southern 
Ontario Chamber Music Institute 
and the Domaine Forget Chamber 
Music Sessions, and continued to 
grow through the support of such 
artists as Richard Lester, Terence 
Helmer and the St. Lawrence String 
Quartet. Boyle has been a member 
of the Cecilia String Quartet since 
spring 2006. She holds a Doctorate 
of Musical Arts from the University 
of Toronto, where she studied with 
Kathy Rapoport. In her spare time 


she enjoys bike riding, reading and 
the theatre. 

Rachel Desoer, cello 

Rachel Desoer is a cellist from 
Hamilton, Ontario. She gradu¬ 
ated from Oberlin Conservatory 
in 2008 with a Bachelor of Music 
degree. Desoer also attended the 
Juilliard School, McGill University 
and rounded out her education at 
The Banff Centre. Most passionate 
about chamber music, she has had 
the opportunity to study with some 
of the greatest chamber musicians 
of our time (St. Lawrence, Orford, 
Vermeer, Borromeo, Brentano, 
Colorado and Takacs string quar¬ 
tets). 

Desoer has performed in a wide 
variety of ensembles and musical 
styles. As a soloist, she has per¬ 
formed with the Oberlin Orchestra 
and the National Academy Orches¬ 
tra. As an orchestral musician she 
participated in the Institute of Or¬ 
chestral Studies of the National Arts 
Centre Orchestra. Desoer has col¬ 
laborated with dancers, compos¬ 
ers, jazz musicians, vocalists, and 
film-makers, as well as performing 
many solo recitals. She has had 
the good fortune to tour Europe 
and China and compete in the 5th 
Melbourne International Chamber 
Music Competition. 

Lawrence Wiliford, tenor 

Lauded for his luminous projection, 
lyrical sensitivity, and brilliant colora¬ 
tura, American-Canadian tenor 


Lawrence Wiliford is in high demand 
in concert, opera, and recital reper¬ 
toire ranging from works by Monte¬ 
verdi to contemporary composers. 
Wiliford’s concert engagements 
encompass the major symphony 
orchestras and early music groups 
in the US and Canada. His re¬ 
cent concert appearances include 
Handel’s Messiah with the Philadel¬ 
phia Orchestra, Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, The National Symphony 
Orchestra (US), Philharmonia Ba¬ 
roque Orchestra, Toronto Sym¬ 
phony, and Tafelmusik Baroque 
Orchestra; the Evangelist in the St. 
Matthew Passion with the Calgary 
Philharmonic, Orchestre Metropoli¬ 
tan, and Toronto Bach Consort; 
Mass in B-minor with Music of 
the Baroque, National Arts Cen¬ 
tre Orchestra, Orquesta Sinfonica 
Nacional de Mexico, Oregon Bach 
Festival and Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra; the Evangelist in the St. 
John Passion with the Orquesta 
Sinfonica Nacional de Costa Rica; 
Mozart’s Requiem with Tafelmusik 
and the National Arts Centre Or¬ 
chestra; Britten’s Serenade for Ten¬ 
or, Horn, and Strings with I Musici 
de Montreal and Niagara Sympho¬ 
ny; Haydn’s Elijah with the Handel 
and Haydn Society and Colorado 
Symphony; Monteverdi’s Vespers of 
1610 at the Oregon Bach Festival; 
Mozart’s Requiem with the India¬ 
napolis Symphony, Tafelmusik and 
the National Arts Centre Orchestra; 
Beethoven’s Mass in C-Major with 
the Houston Symphony, Calgary 
Philharmonic and Tafelmusik Ba¬ 


roque Orchestra; Bach’s Christmas 
Oratorio and Haydn’s Lord Nelson 
Mass with the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra; and Stravinsky’s Pulci- 
nella with the Houston Symphony. 

Wiliford has collaborated with 
conductors such as Jane Glover, 
Matthew Halls, Grant Llewellyn, 
Nicholas McGegan, John Nelson, 
Nathalie Stutzmann, Yannick Nezet- 
Seguin, Peter Oundjian, Trevor Pin- 
nock, Helmuth Rilling, and Pinchas 
Zukerman. He has recorded proj¬ 
ects on the ATMA Classique, Bridge 
Records, NAXOS and Centrediscs 
labels including the St. John Pas¬ 
sion with Les Voix Baroques and 
the Arion Chamber Orchestra under 
the direction of Alex Weimann; Ash 
Roses, songs by Canadian com¬ 
poser Derek Holman; and his debut 
solo recording Divine Musick: The 
Late Works for Tenor and Harp by 
Benjamin Britten. 

Wiliford holds a Bachelor of Music 
in Church Music from St. Olaf Col¬ 
lege and a Master of Music in Vocal 
Performance from the University of 
Toronto. He studied at Tanglewood, 
the Internationale Bachakademie 
Stuttgart, the Steans Institute at the 
Ravinia Festival, and the Britten- 
Pears Young Artist Program. In 
addition, he is a graduate of the Ca¬ 
nadian Opera Company’s Ensemble 
Studio and is a recipient of grants 
from the Canada Council for the 
Arts and the Ontario Arts Council. 
Wilford is also co-artistic director of 
the Canadian Art Song Project. 
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